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While you were out...
campus makes progress this summer

Whilemany studentswereout
of school for the summer break, a
monumental event washeld oncam-
pus.

On Thursday, June 18, more
than 200 peopl e gathered on cam-
pusto mark the groundbreaking for
thefirst new academic building on
our campusinmorethan 25 years.
TheMulti PurposeAcademic Cen-
ter (MPAC) will bethelargest build-
ing on campuswith just over 70,000
sguarefeet of space.

Officid sfrom throughout cen-
tral Louisiana, architects, contrac-
torsand campus supportersjoined
withtheadminigtration, faculty, staff
and students to celebrate the
groundbreaking for the new build-
ing.

Congructionisexpectedto be
completed beforethe Fall 2011 se-
mester.

architect’s
rendering of the
new Multi
Purpose
Academic Center.
Right: Attendees
release balloons
during the
groundbreaking
celebration for
the MPAC.

Campus mourns English faculty member

Photo by Missy LaBorde

Freshmen choose LSUA for various

By Chris Endsley
Sentry Reporter

August 24, 2009 wasthe be-
ginning of the Fall semester at
LSUA. For many thescenewasfa
miliar: random welcometents, over
flowing parkinglots, long bookstore
andfinancid aidlines, and of course
the many confused wanderersin
search of their classes, which most
likely had been relocated atime or
two.

J.T. Kennedy, 18, of Alex-

andria, Lexi Johnson, 19, of Alex-
andria, Terry Muse, 18, of

LSU Alexandrialost a dear
friend and colleague on September
30. Barbara“Barhi” Fry, ingtructor
of English, diedinanautomobileac-
cident. Shewill besadly missed by
her colleagues, friendsand students.
According to amemo from Chan-
cellor Dave Manuel tofaculty and
gaff,“Ms. Fry taughtat LSUA ina
variety of rolesin Englishsnce2001.
ShehddtheM.A.inEnglishfrom
UL-Monroeandwasadoctord stu-

Woodworth, and Jamie Curtis, 18,
of Bentonville, Arkansas, were
among afew of thefreshmen asked
about their first impressions of
LSUA.

Kennedy said that he chose
L SUA because hewanted to attend
asmaller collegethat wascloseto
home. Hesaid hedoesn’t regret his
decision, hejust wishesthat there
was more egting establishmentsand
moreopportunity for handsonlearn-
ing.

Lexi Johnson added that her
parentswanted her to stay closeto

dentinEnglisha UL-Lafayette. Ms
Fry’scolleagueshave praised her
teaching qualitiesand her selfless
contributionsto high qudity student
advisng, student placement andin-
stitutiona effectivenessinthe De-
partment of Arts, English and Hu-
manities. Inaddition, shehasbeen
animportant contributor toLSUA's
effortsinthe Early Start Program
(Dud Enrdllment.)”

homefor thefirst year so shehon-
ored their request by enrolling at
LSUA. When asked about her first
impresson, Lexi sad, “itremindsme
alot of high school. I know more
people than | expected to, soit’s
really not that bad.” After being
asked about her future plans, Lexi
smiledandsaid, “we' Il see”
Museand Curtisagreed that it
wasn't asmuch about staying close
tohomeasit was size of the cam-
pus. They wantedto attend asmdler
college, withsmaller dasses, inhopes
to have more one on one with the

Student
Government
Election
Results

President
Bonnie Longino

Vice President
John Klock

Senior Senators
Andrew McDowell
Verlie Walters
Allen LaCaze

Sophomore Senator
Jacey Cornell

Freshman Senators

Channing Gauthier

David McPherson
Tim Landry

Arts & Sciences
Senator
Matthew Falgoust

After the long wait, above
are the results of the
Student Government
election. There will be a
Student Government
meeting and an installation
of officers Friday the 16™
October 2009.

reasons

instructors, not to mention acam-
pusthat was easy to navigate. They
both were pleased with their choice
and excited to beginthenew semes-
ter.

While Johnson and Kennedy
will most likely move on after this
year, Museand Curtisare perfectly
content and planonattending LSUA
for theentirefour years, or at |east
however long it takesthem to re-
ceivether degrees.

LSUA, loveat first sight for
some but othersmay needtolook a
second or athird time.



Service Learning opportunities continueto grow

By Robert McNamara
AmericorpsVISTA Member
Office of Service Learning

L SUA isbecoming moreinvolvedinthelocal commu-
nity thissemester as seven service-learning coursesare
being offered by faculty thisfall. Service-learning hasbeen
steadily growing withinthe LSUA curriculum over the past
few semestersand thissemester marksthe most service-
learning courses enacted by thefaculty on campusto date.
Service-learningisan experiential educationa methodin
which studentstake part in serviceto the community as part
of their coursework. Service-learning projectsprovide
studentswith the opportunity tolearn outside the classroom
by practically applying their knowledge and skillsto positive : ; 5 e
endsin the community. Chancellor Manuel, astrong sup- , ) . B _ Courtesy photo
porter of theservice-learninginitiative, stated that, “A Faculty members discuss service learning opportunities at LSU Alexandria.
common objectiveinal learning isthat aperson reaches
new heightswhen they can apply what they arelearning. Taking the content of the classroom and directly applying it to areal timeexperience
reaffirmsthelearning process. Servicelearning directly tieswhat isbeing learned to aservice activity that haspositive benefitsfor al involved.”

Anexcellent exampleof service-learning wasenacted by Dr. Arthur Rankin last semester in hisMyths, Legends, and Folklore classwherehis
studentsworked with threelocal e ementary schools. The L SUA students educated and entertained the children in the school sby presenting them
withwhat they had |earned about mythol ogy in an engaging and enjoyablefashion. Dr. Rankin said of the project, “ The most positive experience of
service-learning rel ated to my students |learning the delight of interacting with young people. | saw therich capabilitiesof my studentsto change
others lives; their excitement toward the project energized me asateacher.”

Thissemester service-learning projectsrange from an advertising classthat i screating amarketing campaign for RapidesHabitat for Humanity
to psychology courseinwhich the studentsare endeavoring to help LSUA studentsbetter managetheir stressduring finals. Whatever the course or
project, service-learning providesadynamic learning option for LSUA studentswho areinterested in engaging inthereal world application of what
they learninthe classroomwhileaso providing val uable serviceto the community.

Service-learning should continueto flourish at LSUA asthe Office of Service-Learning was created last January to devel op aservice-based and
engaging curriculum. Dr. Julie Gill, the Office’'sCoordinator, and Mr. Robert McNamara, an AmeriCorpsVISTA member are currently recruiting
additiona faculty membersto take part in thisgrowing movement on campus. Dr. Gill believesthat, “ Service-learningisvita to thegrowth of the
universty, the student body, and to thefaculty. Community interaction supportstheuniversity’smission of working inreciprocal relationshipswithin
thecommunity to enrichthelivesof dl involved. Civicengagement ultimately encourages studentsto become moreinvolvedinthe community and
to understand theroot causes of many societd issues.” Through the continued growth of the service-learning movement on campus, L SUA will
continueto fulfill itsvision of ‘ fostering student and community growth through teaching, research, and service

(A .

LSUA'S TRICK OR TREAT STREET

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29TH 5PM-7PM "

IF YOUR ORGANIZATION WOULD LIKE TO HOST A BOOTH FOR THIS EVENT, PLEASE CONTACT
RENISHA BEAUDION FOR GUIDELINES AND REGISTRATION INFORMATION. COMPLETED
REGISTRATIONS ARE DUE BY OCTORER 16TH.IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, CONTACT RENISHA @
REBEAUDION®@LSUA.EDU OR 218-427-41403.

THE SENTRY POLICIES

The Sentry newsroom is located in Room 211 of the Bolton Library. E-mail us at sentrynews@Isua.edu or call 318-767-2602.

Editorials Policy

Unsigned editorials on these pages reflect the views of The Sentry’s editorial board. Signed columns and commentaries on these pages reflect the
views of the writer which may not be the same as that of the editorial staff.

Letters Policy

The Sentry welcomes Letters to the Editor. Letters should be kept to 400 words or less and are subject to editing for grammar and content. The
Sentry will not publish anonymous or libelous letters. Letters must be submitted via e-mail. Letters must be signed by the writer and include a
phone number where the writer may be reached. Letters will be verified by The Sentry with the writer.

Contributions Policy

The Sentry accepts stories, photos and opinion pieces for publication. Submissions should be sent to the newsroom via e-mail. All materials
submitted then become property of The Sentry and can be reprinted in the newspaper without notification.

Advertising Policy

The Sentry reserves the right not to publish any advertisement it deems to be libelous, false, or in bad taste.

Mission Statement

The Sentry is a voice for LSUA students and will remain in service to them by representing their values, focus, and experiences. As a public forum
for free expression and debate, the newspaper strives to provide fair, objective, accurate, and unbiased coverage of issues relevant, informative,
interesting, and entertaining to the LSUA student body. Faculty, staff and community members are welcome readers.

The Sentry, designed and edited by students in CMST 2151, is an official publication of LSUA and offers a hands-on learning experience for
students regardless of their career goals. Editorials reflect the majority opinion of the Editorial Board; columns reflect the opinion of the author.
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Day trip to New Orleans offered for students, community

The Chancellor’s Arts and
HumanitiesCommitteeisofferinga
Day Tripto New Orleanson Satur-
day, October 31, 2009 from 7 a.m.
(Sat) - 2230 am. (Sun).

Participantswill visittheNa-
tional World War || Museuminthe
morning. From the beaches of
Normandy to thesandsof lwo Jma,
The National World War 11
Museun'sexhibitionsblend persond
accounts, artifacts, documents, pho-
tographsand never beforeseenfilm
footagetotdl the storiesof theam-
phibiouslandingsthat madevictory
in World War |1 possible. Special
Exhibitionsdraw on Museum col-
lectionsand relevant traveling exhi-
bitionsto further exploreand illus-
trate the war that changed the
world.

evening, par-
ticipants will
visit the Mahalia Jackson Theater
and attend a performance of An-
drew Lloyd Webber’s musical,
CATS. Based on T.S. Eliot’s Old
Possum’s Book of Practical Cats
(1939), CATSisoneof thelongest
running showsin Broadway’shis-
tory, the winner of seven Tony
AwardsincludingBest Musicd, and
featuring 20 of Andrew Lloyd

Webber’s
timeless
melodies,
including
thehit song,
“Memory.”
Par-
ticipantswill
enjoy bothlunchand dinnerin
downtown New Orleans.
Tickets are $45 and are
availablefor purchaseto LSUA stu-
dentsand to community members.
Childrenwho aresevenyearsof age
or older arewel come provided they
have adult supervision. Ticketscan
be purchased a the Continuing Edu-
cation Office (locatedin TheBusi-
ness Education Center, 1501-A
Wimbledon Drive, Alexandria,
phone473-6495). Ticket price cov-

erstransportation and admissonto
museum and theater; food and drink
are not included. LSUA students
should register and purchasetickets
before 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
October 28. Community members
can purchase tickets from 8 am.,
Wednesday, October 14 until 4:30
p.m., Wednesday, October 28. Bus
leavesat 7 am.on Saturday fromthe
parking lot oppositethe L SUA Stu-
dent Center and will return to the
samelocation by 2:30am. on Sun-
day.

For more information about
registration and ticket purchase, con-
tact Continuing Education at 473-
6495. For trip agendainfo, contact
Eamon Halpin at 767-2604. This

trip is sponsored by the
Chancellor’sArtsand Humanities

Committee.

Financia Aid officeworking to streamline processes

By Lionetha Hudson
Sentry Reporter

AslwakinAbramsHall be-
tween classes, a construction
worker coveredinwhat lookslike
saw dust holds the door open for
me. Asl walk in, | noticethewin-
dow toAdmissionsisclosed. Not
thinking much of it, | walk over to
thewindow of Financid Aidand ask
if I could meet with someonetotalk
about Financia Aid.

Between the sounds of drills
and hammering, theyoung woman
at thewindow tellsmethat window
isn't Financid Aidtoday, but Admis-
sonsinstead. Shehandsmeasign
insheet and ask meto haveasest in
thelobby wherel join othersfilling
out paperwork.

Asl stthere, | wonder if many
students share the same questions|
have. Questionsuchaswhereismy
money?What'sthehold up?Will my
schedule get washed? These ques-
tionsmight have crossed your mind
onceor twiceduring your Financia
Aidprocess. You havequestions...|
might haveanswers.

Studentshave mixed opinions
about Financial Aid. Student
LatrenaBoykins, 36, of Marksville,
Lafed s“they arenot organized and
they giveyoutherunaround. | aso
feel they are not on the same page
with oneanother.”

Another student and former
Financid Aid student worker Nataie
North, 20 of Alexandria, La also
shares her views of the process.
North believes, “Financia Aid has
awaysbeen chaoticand not just this
school year.”

But, Northasois"impressed”
how they handled their system a
week before school started this
school year compared to yearsbe-
fore.

“Sart early!...Try to complete your FASFA around
the same time you do your taxes which should be
around February or March. If you complete your
FASFA early, we will be able to tell what docu-
ments you need by May.”

-Teresa Seymour

Executive Director of

Enrollment Management and Records

“They areworking very hard
and efficient and most studentsre-
ally appreciate that,” concludes
North.

TeresaSeymour, theExecutive
Director of Enrollment Management
and Recordsat LSUA, triedto shine
somelight ontheFinancid Aid pro-
Cess.

“A vast mgjority of the hold-
upsinfinancid aidthisyear wasstu-
dents did not turn in the required
paperwork needed,” says Seymour.
Seymour also givesimportant tips
tostudentsto helptheir financia aid
process go a lot smoother and
fagter.

“Sartearly,” shesaid. “Tryto
completeyour FASFA around the
sametimeyou do your taxeswhich
should be around February or
March. If you complete your
FASFA early, wewill beabletotdl
what documentsyou need by May,”
said Seymour.

Other tips Seymour shared are
to check your email weekly and get
your scheduleearly.

“Thefinancia aid packagewill
not be processed unlessthe student
hasaschedule,” adds Seymour.

Seymour encourages student
to contact the Officeof Financid Aid
by emalil.

“Students, please try not to
cdl. Forthefastest response, please
email your questionto ususingyou
L SUA email account. Wetry tore-
spond withintwo days.”

Another hold up this school
year with some students' Financia
Aid processisthelarge number of
appealsfor Fall 2009.

Seymour encourages students
toturninall paperwork that isre-
quested for your appeal. Required
paperwork includesdoctor excuses
and anything else to go with your
appeal.

Seymour a so encourages stu-
dentsto take advantage of services
that LSUA offerstohdpthemif they
areintroubleacademicaly.

“Studentsareour priorities,”
Seymour said. “Wework with stu-
dents. Wecan help studentsget into
such programsto help them do bet-
ter.”

Studentsal so probably noticed
they didn’t receivealot of registered
mail fromthe Officeof Financid Aid
thisyear. Net Partner isthereason
for thischange.

Net Partner isasoftware pro-
gramdesigned by Power Faids. Net
Partner allows student to view ev-
erything from documentsthey may
need to submit to the awardsthey

received. You can accessNet Part-
ner by logging into your L SUA ac-
count.

Another changein Financial
Aidthisschool year isthe process
for student loans.

Student loanswill initialy be
packaged at direct cost. Direct cost
meansthe cost of tuition, fees, and
books. Studentswho wish to bor-
row additiona money must complete
theadditional loanform.

Thereyou haveit. Therun-
downonwhatisgoingoninFinan-
cial Aid. Studentsare encouraged
todotheir part EARLY and havea
little patience with the new process.

“We do not expect thisdelay
next year,” assures Seymour. “My
goal isto have 1200 students have
their Financid Aidfully packaged by
thebeginning of next school year. We
arehereto partner with studentsto
helpthem graduate. | want success
instudents.”

Gamma Beta Phi
canned food drive
to benefit the
Food Bank of

Central Louisiana

Dontionsaccepted throughout
themonth of October.
L ook for thecollection
boxesaround campus.
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Campusresources availablefor adult learners

By Grace Farmer
Sentry Reporter

According to Teresa
Seymour, Executive Director and
Regigrar of Enrollment Management
and Records, thestandard definition
of an adult learner, also known as
the non-traditional student, isany
student over 25 yearsold.

"Adult Learnersareatre-
mendous asset to this campus,”
Seymour said. They make up ap-
proximately 42% of the LSUA stu-
dent body and take more online
classesthantheir traditional coun-
terpart. Out of 884 studentstaking
online classes, 487 (55%) are age
25 or above.

Besides online courses,
L SUA also offersnight classesand
childcare, which makesit morecon-
venient for sudents, especidly adult
learners, to obtaintheir degree.

Resources, including theli-
brary and onlinewebsites, areavail-
ablefor al students, Seymour said.
Dueto themany responsibilitiesof
theadult learner, it isimportant to
encourage them to seek assistance
when necessary so they can avoid
discouragement. For instance, a
referencelibrarian can provideways
to deal withtext anxiety, aswell as
how to be productive after thekids
are in bed. In addition, VARK
(www.vark-learn.com) is a free
onlinewebsite that hel ps students
discover their best |earning method.
For instance, rather studentsarevi-
sual learnersor auditory learners,
knowing your learningmethodiskey
toretaininginformation.

Although there are numer-
ousresourcesavailable on campus,
some need reviving. In the past,
L SUA offered agpecia orientation,
which focused on adult learners.
During the orientation process, the
students familieslearned how to of -
fer support, and to hel p the student
become successful. Adult learners
seem more confident of their deci-
sion to attend college when they
havethe support of their family. A
voteto return this special orienta-
tion, and any other suggestionsfor
improvements, can bee-mailed to
tseymour @l sua.edu. Remember:
every student, every voice. You can
makeadifference!

Counsdling Servicesisaso
on campusto help all studentsand
can beava uableresourcefor adult
learners. According to Kathryn
Wimmert, Counselor, themost fre-
quent difficulty facing adult learners
isfamily regpongibilities. Adultlearn-
ersmust prioritize, putting education
first, which may decreasethetime
devotedtofamily andfriends. The
resultisguilt and doubt.

Lessinteractionwithfamily
and friends, aswell asabandoning

prior respongibilitiestoalow timefor
homework, canfeed guilt, Wimmert
said. Any strugglesat home or at
college can feed doubt. Itiscom-
mon for adult learnersto question
attending college astheright deci-
sion. Sometimesitisnecessary to
tend to basics, but drop extrare-
sponsibilities, Wimmert said. She
emphesizesthat prioritizingisthekey.
Theadult learnershavelesstimeto
do everything and through prioritiz-
ing, children can take on morere-
sponghility. "Prioritizing giveschil-
drenthe opportunity to devel op self
aufficiency,” sadWimmert.
Wimmert al so encourages
adult learnersto make surethat stu-
dentsset redistic god sand continue
tore-evaluatethem. For example,
If astudent begins part-time, they
may findthat astheir successbuilds,
they can becomefull-time students.
Ontheother hand, full-timestudents
may need to changeto part-timedue
to family, employment or other de-
mands. Keepinmind that not ev-
eryonefdlsintoonemold, Wimmert
said. Cutyourself somedack. De-
termine how to function best and
dignprioritiesaccordingly.
Although most peoplewish
yOu success, not everyone canfol-
low through when you need encour-
agement, Wimmert said. Itisim-
portant to keep only thosewho can
authentically support your goals
around you, and avoid therest.
Remember that if you are
struggling with any of theseissues
or other difficulties, please contact

Counseling Services. Ms. Dolly
Carroll or Ms. Kathryn Wimmert,
both professond counselors, will be
glad tohelp. You can contact them
at (318) 473-6545.

Donnette Woodard, 29,
and JamesKlock, 26, are both adult
learners. Woodard and Klock
agreed that adult learners have
higher expectationsfrom professors
and classmaterial. Adult learners
expect to get their money'sworth of
education, Klock said. AsKlock
explains, when he was 19 and at-
tended L SUA thefirst time, hewas
receiving Pell Grantsand living at
home, whileeveryonedsewaspay-
ing his expenses. He decided he
wastired of school and joined the
work forcefor acoupleof years.

At 26, Klock returned to
collegewith adifferent perspective.
Thistime, he had to pay his own
way. Because of mistakesin the
past, hehadal.0GPA. “l anmore
serious, dedicated, and motivated,
saysKlock. MakingtheDean'sList
almost every semester, hisGPA is
now upto gpproximatdy 3.0. Klock
isaprimeexampleof thetraditiona
student versustheadult learner. He
has been in both positions, and is
succeeding thesecond timearound.

According to Woodard,
with age and experience, comes
determination. She saysthat adult
learnershavetheir prioritiesstraight
andtendtoavoidwastingtime. One
advantageover traditional students
isthat the necessity for higher edu-
caionisunderstiood. Another isthat

Photo by Deron Thaxton

A student works at a computer station in the lab. In addition to tutoring and writing assistance, LSUA helps ensure
student success by providing access to technology through numerous student computing labs.

Adult learners"take college more
seriously.... and are more pre-
pared,” Woodard said. Generally,
moretimeisdevotedtolearningthe
materid.

Although attending college
can bedaunting, adult learnerscan
fed morecomfortableon campusby
followingafew guiddines. Students
shouldjoin campusactivitieswhen
they have
extratime, Woodard said. Stop by
their professor'soffice, get help if
needed, and do not be afraid to ask
questions. Read the Student Hand-
book, Course Catal og, and attend
Orientation.”

Klock recommendscoming
to campus early, hanging around
with other students, and staying for
awhileafter class. Hismotto: "Want
tofedl part of the campus, be part
of thecampus.”

Part of "being part of the
campus' includes student participa-
tion in extracurricular activities,
which LSUA welcomesand encour-
ages. Itisharder for adult learners
tofind extratime dueto their many
responsibilities off campus. How-
ever, Woodard stated that through
e-mailsand activitieson the Quad,
shefedsincluded. Shedtatesthat it
isaso hel pful when professorsman-
date participation by all studentsin
coursessuch as Theater. Participa-
tionduring classtimecreatesacam-
pus connection without her having
tomaketimefor extracurricular ac-
tivities

Coming up in the next issue:
Meet Sentry Editor: David Humphrey
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There’'smoreto Going Greek than you think

By Rob Young
Sentry Reporter

When most of usthink about
fraternitiesor sororities, theimages
that come to our minds arethat of
John Belushi, dressed in a toga,
smashing abeer canagaing hishead
and Will Ferrell (aka “Frank the
Tank”) uttering theimmorta phase,
“You my boy, Blue!” Or perhaps
it'sthat of ahousefull of bleached-
blonde‘ bobble-heads’ consumed
only withtheir clothesand makeup
and obliviousto theworld around
them. Well, thesedepictions, though
much loved and very funny, arein
noway accurate of what aGLOis,
what it standsfor, and what it does.

But,snce” Greek Life’ isrda
tively new to LSUA campus, dl that
most of usknow about fraternities
and sororities, or Greek Letter Or-
ganizations, iswhat we' veseenin
these types of movies. In fact,
LSUA'sfraternitiesand sororitiesare
far lessinterested in beer-soaked
togapartiesand mayhem than they
areincommunity serviceandrais-
ing money for philanthropic endeav-
orsand scholarships. It’simportant
to notethat there’sadistinct differ-
encebetweenasocial GLO anaca-
demic one. Academic GLOs are
based upon excellencewithin apar-
ticular field of academic study, such
as Phi BetaK appa, the Nation En-
glishHonors Society, whichwasthe
very firg fraternity, founded in 1776
at William and Mary College. Its
membersare pursuing, or have at-
tained degreeswithinasingle, spe-
cificfield of academic study. Onthe
other hand, social GLOs members
arebound by asocia ‘ brotherhood’
or ‘sisterhood’, and have varied
fieldsof academic study.

Therearetwo waysto start a
GLOonacollegecampus, and nei-
ther iseasy. Infact, it requiresa
“Herculean” effort. (Pardon the
pun!) There splenty of paperwork,
including, among other things, the
scripting of acondtitution, writing of

by-laws, and con-
struction of a de-
tailed account of
philanthropic and
scholarshipgods.

Thefirst way
tostartaGLOisto
petitionanexisting
GLO, at another
campus, to become
a chapter of that
GLO. If the ‘par-
ent’ GLO chooses
to accept the pro-
posdl, thefledgling
GLOwill benamed
a‘colony’ for ape-
riod of time until
beingformally rec-
ognized asachap-
ter. (Most of thisis
pertaining to the
above-mentioned
paperwork.) Such
was the case with
LSUA'sKappaSigmaFraternity. It
wasacolony for twoyears, andis
now achapter of the National Fra-
ternity. Accordingto Jeremy Mo-
rales, an officer of LSUA'schapter,
Kappa Sigmais ranked 7" in the
nation for philanthropic contribu-
tions, andtheir membership, bothna-
tionally and hereat LSUA, isgrow-
ing.

Theother way tostart aGLO
isto organizeanumber of motivated
anddedicated ‘ like-minded’ people,
choose acombination of identifying
Greek lettersthat no other organi-
zation is using, and hash out an
agreement withtheuniversity toes-
tablish the GLO. (Again, paper-
work... and without the benefit of
theexperience of an established Na-
tional GLO.) Therearethreesuch
sororitieson LSUA campus: Sigma
Kappa Sigma, Theta Sigma, and
SigmaPhi Mu. Some of these so-
roritiesmay eventually seek affilia
tion with national GLOs such as
Sigma Sigma Sigma (Tri-Sig), or
AlphaOmicronPi.

The president of Sigma Phi
Mu, Christine Smith, stated that
what she wanted studentsto know
about thesorority isthat “they’ renot
typicd; nohazing, andthey’ reaclose
sisterhood of womenwho areinter-
ested incommunity service.”

NataieNorth, the president of
SigmaKappa Sigma, says her so-
rority is* excited about starting an-
other year, recruiting new members,
andtheir continuinginvolvementwith
L SUA and thecommunity.” Each
of these sororitieshasfewer than 25
members, sodl sudentsareencour-
aged to get involved and consider
joining.

The open recruitment period,
inwhich studentsexpresstheir in-
terest in becoming amember of a
GLO,iscalled“rush”’. RushWeek
was Sept. 14 - Sept. 21. Students
couldn’t miss the booths in the
Quad, withthe GLOS' representa-
tivesoutlining the principlesof their
organi zations and taking names of
prospective“pledges’.

Courtesy Photo
Pictured above are the members of the 2009 Sgma Kappa Sigma pledge class as well as active

members of the sorority.

“Greek Life’ improvescollege
campusesand enrichesthestudents
college ‘experience’. Social net-
works, formed now, can become
important contacts, beneficid toca
reersafter college, and friendships
that canlast alifetime. Participation
in“Greek Life” not only benefitsthe
GL O and the student, both now and
inthefuture, but a soimprovesthe
campus and our community as a
whole.

Bdow arethenamesand email
addresses of an officer from each of
theGLOs.

KAPPA SIGMA-Jeremy Morales
(jmoralesD01 @l sua.edu)

SIGMA KAPPA SIGMA- Natalie
North (nknorth@gmail.com)

THETA SIGMA - Tiffany Dales
(tdalesD01 @l sua.edu)

SIGMA PHI MU - Christine Smith
(csmithO05@l sua.edu

Opinion: Campuslacking inpolitical organizations

By Nick Hanna
Sentry Reporter

LSUA hasavery diverse stu-
dent body. The memberswho make
up the student body are students of
al different ethnicities, religions, and
ages Theunivergty offersGreek life,
sports, and clubs. Thereisonearea
that isstill lackluster at LSUA and
thatispoalitics.

| was lucky enough to get to
chat with three LSUA studentsthat
areinvolvedin politicsto seewhat
they areinvolved in and why they
enjoy politics.

David Tubbs is the current
L SUA Student Government presi-
dent and a member of the LSUA

debate team. Heisahistory major
and plansto attend law school after
he graduates.

Tubbssaid that hewouldlove
to seemore studentsbeinvolved in
politicsonadl levels.

When asked about someways
studentscan becomeinvolvedinthe
redlm of politicshesaid that students
must want to do something in order
for anything to happen.

CainaMunson, whoisamem-
ber of the Psychology Club and the
Debate Team, took the time to let
mein onanew student organization
inthemaking.

When asked about any orga-
nizationssheisamember of that she

wouldliketo plug shetold meabout
the potentia collegedemocrats. “1'd
like to plug our potential Young
Democrats of America organiza-
tion,” shesaid. “I make no secret
of my liberal ideology and fedl itis
important for young people to be
vocal onissuessuch ashealth care,
civil and humansrights, aswell as
equal protection under thelaw, the
environment and women’srights.”
Thomas Broadwell, a senior
psychology major whowasapoliti-
cal organizer for theMary Landreau
Senate race and Terry McAuliffe
elections, along with Tubbs and
Munson, iscurrently attempting to
organize Young Democrats of

Americaorganizationat LSUA.

Why should students care
about politics?* It affectspeoplein
more ways than one,” Broadwell
said. “Politics impact studentsin
many ways and should betaken se-
rioudy.”

There are so many student or-
ganizationsaround thiscountry. Stu-
dents must be proactive in getting
information on new organizations
and get thebdl rolling.

Studentswill makeupaminor-
ity among minoritiesinthefuture so
now isthe timeto get active. The
timeisnow!
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Masterplan provides guide for campus planning

By Natalie North
Sentry Reporter

The LSUA Campus Master
Plan reveals the importance of
higher education for asuccessful fu-
turefor Louisana. LSUA istheonly
university in Central Louisianathat
servesto 9 parishesinthestate. In
2002 and 2003 Patrick Moore
Landscaping Architect firm, now
known as M oore Planning Group,
designed and researched theimpor-
tanceof our local university and the
purposeit serves. Thefirmdesigned
a“Master Plan” whichisaguidefor
futurebuilding and growth of thein-
stitution. The goal of the LSUA
Master Planisto create aplan for
thefuturegrowth of the campusthat
isbothredlisticand visionary. The
plan providesclear guidancefor uni-
versity officialsinthenear and far
future.

Thethreecriteriawereusedto
test the Master Plan design deci-
sons. Safety, Function, and Aesthet-
ics. Safety issuesareimportant be-
cause LSUA isapublicinstitution
whose programsinvitethecommu-
nity withinvolvementinthecampus.
Therefore, thefirst godsof theMas-
ter Plan areto ensurethe safety of
thestudents, faculty, and community.
Once safety isno longer anissue,
thefunctional aspectsof the school
aretakeninto consderation. A cam-
puswhose sole purposeisthe edu-
cation of itsstudents, must imple-
ment the order in which education
takesplaceit at itshighest efficiency.
Whenever safety meetsfunctional-
ity thentheaestheticsquality canbe
consdered. M oore planning Group
stated that, “ Theoriesof traditional
campusdesign, harmony, regional
and higtoricinfluence, smplicity, and
diversity should beencouraged.”

Nathan Gaspard, lead planner

LSUA CAMPUS MASTER PLAN 2002
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and project manager of the LSUA
Master Plan for Moore Planning
Group, explainshow thedesign of
the Master Plan implements effi-
ciency for the campusby eiminat-
ing the roads through campus and
rel ocating parking to the outside of
the campus, thus creating a pedes-
trian-friendly environment. Thenext
issuewasdrainage systemsor lack
thereof. Finding asolution for the
drainage problemwas solved when
considering the LSU Ag Center as
apart of thecampus. Theplanfea-
turesmultiple ponds/drainage sys-
temsthroughout the popul ated ar-
essinthecampusto serveasalearn-
ing tool for theAg center and serve
asabeautiful placefor studentsto
retreat. Gaspard also noted therich
culture behind the campus that
should act asateaching tool for stu-
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dentsaswell aspreserving our his-
tory and heritage asacommunity.
RandalleHunt Moore, Moore
Panning Group Principal, describes
her work onthemaster planto bea
very uniqueprocess. “TheLSUAgQ
Center and LSUA partnering to-
gether wasindicativeto the master
planning process. By looking at a
regionand not just asite, it helpsset
alongtermvision for both LSUA
and LSU Ag Center.” Shenoted the
environmental aspect of the master
plan helped raise awarenessin the
community whichisactedasanim-
portant examplefor the students of
LSUA. Theimportant aspect of the
master plan wastying inthe com-
munity with LSUA andtheLSU Ag
Center, whichisvital tothegrowth
of LSUA. Mrs. Moorenoted that it
isimportant for gudentsto beaware

Daan Les AgricuBiural -.._._
Reusarch Satian

of the master plan because, “ Stu-
dentshelp emboldenleadershipand
havetremendouspower inyouthand
they should embrace what excites
them about the plan to work with
theleadersof their school to make
it happen.”

Itisvery important for every
student to be aware of the history of
LSUA aswell asyour schoolsim-
portance and potential. We can
make a difference to see that this
planisimplemented and continues
tobeanimportant god inthegrowth
of LSUA. Moore Planning Group
showsatremendous amount of &f-
fort and talent that crafted themas-
ter planintoavisionfor LSUA. If
youwould liketo learn more about
theLSUA CampusMagter Plan, visit
theMoore Planning Group website
at www.mooreplanninggroup.com.

You got questions? We got answer s...well maybe.

By Kristin Richmond
Sentry Reporter

Withthe start of anew fall se-
mester comes new freshmen with
lotsof questions. But freshmen are
not the only students who have
questions. Most students, no matter
what year, don’t know we have a
gymfor student use, Italian restau-
rant, or counseling services. You
asked your questions, | found out
theanswers!

Who can use the gym and
when?All sudentscanusethegym
facility. Thegymisopen Monday
through Friday. Thehoursare8am.
t0 5:30 p.m. Students can al'so use
the pool on Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday from11am.to1p.m.and
Wednesday and Friday from 3 to
4:30 p.m. Thegymincludesafull
basketball court, poal, locker room,
tenniscourt, walkingtrail, weight/

cardioroom, and martia arts/dance
studio room. So beforeyou get you
get upinthegym just working on
your fitness make sure you bring
your Oakard andsigninat thefront
desk! Speaking of Oakards.

What can you useit for and
how doyou put money on it? Stu-
dentscanusetheir Oakard for vend-
Ing machines, bookstore purchases,
cafeteria, printsand copies, and ad-
missioninto school events. Thereis
a machine located in the library
whereyou canload money onyour
card. Why carry around changefor
your morning diet cokewhen you
couldjust carry around thecard you
already havewithyou?

What aretheparkingrules?
Now that thefirst weeksof classes
are over students will be issued
parking tickets. First, your car must
beregistered with LSUA and have

aparking decal located on theleft
rear bumped or bottom left of the
back glass. According tothe LSUA
website, motorcydes, buses, or large
vehiclesmust be parked in desig-
nated areas. Parking ticketswill be
Issued to studentswho park onthe
street or grass. Ticketswill also be
givento studentswho pull through
or back into a spot. So if you do
pull into the science parking lot at
8:05for your 8a.m. classandit’s
full and you feel like you have to
park on the street, you can pay the
ticket in Accounting located in
AbramsHall.

Where can | go to get tu-
tored? If you need tutoring inmath,
biology, chemistry, or English you
cangotothe TLClabinthestudent
successcenter. Vigt thetutoringlink
on the current studentstab on the
L SUA websitefor timesand acon-

tact list. Put that money to usethat
you spent on that classand get tu-
toredinstead of dropping! You can
doit!

Is there anywhere else to
eat on campus besides the caf-
eteria?Yes Niko'sislocatedinthe
L SUA golf club house. Their hours
arellam.to10p.m. weekly. They
have awesome pizzathat'sready to
pick up and availableinfivedollar
combos! Perfect for our budget!
They a so have pastaand calzones.
My sister Katieworked at Niko's
previouslocationin Pineville. Trust
me! Thepizzaisjust asgood asthe
great servicel

Now hopefully you
know alittle bit more about your
school than you knew before. Now
you can enjoy your time that you
spend at LSUA alittlebit more. Go
out and enjoy your school!
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Need help with awritten assignment?
Check out thenew Writing Center

The new, expanded Writing
Center isnow openin the Bolton
Library.

Our new locationisonthefirst
floor of thelibrary, intheback, right
corner.

Hoursfor the center areMon-
day through Thursday from9am.
until 4 p.m. (closed Wednesdays
12:15-12:50for tutor mesting). Fri-
day hoursare 9 a.m. until noon.

TheWriting Center will dsobe
open on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday eveningsfrom 4-6 p.m.
beforeFall Bregk andfrom4-8p.m.
after Fall Bresk.

What is the Writing Center?

The LSUA Writing Center isa
sarviceprovided for LSUA students
by LSUA students. It employs
skilled student writers who have
been recommended by their profes-
sorsaspotentia tutorsand who par-
ticipateinaweskly training practicum
throughout thesemester. Therefore,
studentswho visit the WC benefit
from working with knowledgeable
peersin alow-stress setting.

Students can also use one of
thefive computer workstationsfor
writing and researching with atutor
“oncall” to hdpinthenew Writing
Center.

How can the Writing Center help
you?

During tutoring conferences,
WC consultantswork with students
onspecificwriting assgnments. Tu-
tors help students learn to use all
aspects of the composing process.

Visit theWriting Center to get
hel pwith your writing at any stage,
including the following: getting
started on aclassassgnment, plan-
ning and outlining, drafting and re-
visngfor effectiveness, using docu-
mentation (MLA, APA, CM or
other style), proofreading and find-
izing. TheWC aso helpsstudents
practicereading and interpretation
skills and locate and use text and
electronic resources.

How can you schedul e an appoint-
ment?

You may makean gppointment
inadvance by signing the appoint-

ment book in the Writing Center.
Or, you may simply stop by for a
walk-in session. Scheduled ap-
pointments last 30 minutes, and
walk-in sessionsare 15 minutes (or
30 min. if the WC is not busy).
Appointments may not be made by
telephoneor emall.

What should you bring to a con-
ference?

Inorder for aconsultant tohelp
youwithanassgnment, haveacopy
of any notesor handoutsfromclass
describing theassgnment, your text-
books, and any working drafts or
notesfor the paper.

How much does it cost?

Writing Center services are
freeand availableto all LSUA stu-
dents. It issupported by funding
from SG Student Services, theAEH
Department, and the Louisiana
Board of Regents.

For more information,
contact Dr. Elizabeth Beard,
Writing Center coordinator
(ebeard@lsua.edu).

What’snew at the Magnolia Cafe?

By Kim Cowan
Sentry Reporter

Many thingshave been chang-
ing around the student center caf-
eteria. Not everyone knows the
cafeteriahasaname; it'stheMag-
noliaCafé.

In the past years, LSUA has
had a contract with ABL, a com-
pany that supplied dl thefood, em-
ployees, and servicestothe cafete-
riaat LSUA.

“Budget cuts were made so
we were no longer able to renew
thecontract withABL.,” saysKaren
Norman, manager of Auxiliary Ser-
vices. Tosaveon money, LSUA has
now decidedto supply cafeteriawith
food, employees, and equipment.

Many changes have been go-
ing oninthe MagnoliaCafé, with
themost obviousbeing therenova-
tions. Thenew additionsincludenew
fryers, grillsand hot platesfor dl the
food served inthe café.

All the countertopsare brand
new, alongwiththenew register sa
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tions made to deal with quicker
checkouts. Thefountain drink sta-
tion and salad bar has also been
addedfor easier access. Atthesdad
bar you can get apre-made salads
or you can fix your own.

Many students have been
bummed out that breakfast was
taken away from themornings, but
it hasreturned with some grab and
go breakfast meals. Grab and go
meal sare pre-made meal swrapped

up for your convenienceto makea
quick pick up and straight to the
check out counter.

Menus are sent out every
month by email soif you' renot sure
whether or not youwant to eat ona
certain day, check your email.

Judy Lacombe, manager of the
MagnoliaCafésayssheonly hasone
student worker working for her so
if you arelookingfor ajob, talk toher
inthecafeteriaor cal her a 473-6430.
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Vinatage Photography
Exhibit scheduled

Univergty Galery will present
avintage photography exhibit of the
historic public buildingsof Rapides
Parish throughout the month of Oc-
tober.

Theopening receptionwill be
held on Friday, October 23, from 6
until 8p.m. Aninformal concert of
piano music will be presented from
6t06:30 p.m. withaGallery Talk
from6:30 to7p.m. Thiseventis
freeand opentothepublic.

For thosewho areAlexandria
natives, theexhibitwill provide many
memories. For others, thisshould
provide particular insight into the
development of Alexandria.

Campus beautification
work day set for Sat.

Peasejoin LSUA on Saturday,
October 17, beginningat 9am. in
front of thefountain for acampus
beauttification work day.

Lunchwill be served around
11:30 am.acrossfromthefountain.

Faculty are asked to please
encourage studentsto participate. If
faculty plantogiveincentivefor su-
dent participation, thefaculty mem-
ber should plan to attend the event
to take attendance.

Student organization participa-
tioninthiswork day isencouraged
and welcomed. Participants may
bring their own tools/gloves, but
itemsshould belabeled.

Thisisalot of funandanice
way to help keep our campus beau-
tiful!

October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. Encourage
the women in your life to get
annual screenings and to conduct
monthly self exams.

We Sell:

63 Rosalie Road

(2 Blocks South of Foxfire Subdivision)

318-448-3139

Pecans - Pecan Gifts - Nutcrackers...and more
www.rosaliepecans.com

Alexandria

(CONNFI
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Intramural Leagues, Activities, and Tournaments offer
something for everyone

By Tim Oliver
Sentry Reporter
Withthebeginning
of the fall semester
comes many new re-
spong bilitiesand poten-
tid headaches. Students
must think of schedules,
finances, homework,
andexams. Luckily, the
fall brings something
else. Something stress
free, healthy, and fun-
intramuras
LSUA'sintramura
leagues and tourna-
ments cater to the stu-
dent, giving peopleone
less thing to worry
about, and one morething to look
forwardto. LSUA offersfiveintra-
mura sportsleagues, aswell assev-
eral gametournaments.
Hagfootbal beginsleagueplay
eachfall semester. John Barkdull,
coordinator of intramurasat LSUA,
really makes an effort to have the
leaguerun smocthly.
“Wemeet with studentsinter-
estedinplayingto determineatime

wheneveryoneisavailable, last year
it wasaround two o’ clock several
timesaweek”, Barkdull said.
Theleagueisopentoal LSUA stu-
dents, faculty, and staff members.
Barkdull usesaseason long scoring
system to determinewhich players
will make up the school’ sflag foot-
ball team that will compete at the
statetournament.

Jeremy Campbdl, aplayer and

referee, spoke about the competi-
tivenature of theleague.

“Itsfun, and thegamescan get
very, very, competitive.”

Head so sang the prai sesof the
leagues stressfree set up.

“The games are only a few
hoursaweek, but you can practice
on your own if youwant to putin
moretime’.

If flag football isn’t your cup

Courtesy Photo

These men are participating in the fall flag football league at LSU Alexandria. Games are played on Mondays and Tuesdays at
2:45 p.m. All students, faculty and staff are welcome to play.

of tea, LSUA hasawidevariety of
other ectivities.

With over tenleaguesand tour-
namentstherewill besevera activi-
tiesevery month. A tabletennistour-
nament will follow the start of flag
football, with Dance Dance Revo-
[ution and Billiardstournaments af-
ter that. Anyoneinterested in par-
ticipating canemail theintramurals
coordinator, John Barkdull Jr., at
jbarkdull @l sua.edu.

ESP setsfall schedule, looking for volunteers

By Lauren Campbell
Sentry Reporter

Professor Richard Gwartney
andthoseaspiring tojointhe Empty
Space Playersshould ook forward
tothissemester. In addition to the
ESP, Alexandria' s City Park Play-
ers(CPP) and theActorsAlliance
Repertory Theatre Troupe offer a
lineup of showsto keep everyone
ontheir toes.

TheActor’sAlliance Repertory
Theatre troupeis an affiliation of
actorsinAlexandria. Professor Ri-
chard Gwartney, thedirector of the
theater on campus, and Kody
Walker, an L SUA student and the-
ater mgjor, are members of this
group. Continuing LSUA students
may remember their performanceof
A TunaChristmas, last fall semes-
ter. They areasensationa pair who
work well together, each compli-
mentstheother. TheAART havejust
finishedthelast showingsof their lat-
est production, TheBig Bang. The
productionwashosted inthe Kress
Thester, indowntownAlexandriaon
thecorner of Johnstonand Third .,
inlate September.

Thissemester, theESPwill be
presenting aproduction of Angelsin
America: Part |, Millennium Ap-
proaches, by Tony Kushner. Pro-
ductions have been set for October
28-31 and November 4-7 at 7:30
p.m., as well as matinee perfor-
mancesat 2:30 p.m. on November
1and 8. Thisshow isrecommended

for mature, adult audiences, dueto
language, sexual themes, religious
innuendo, and blood. Reservations
arerequired. Theshow will alsobe
hosted at the Kress Theater in
downtownAlexandria. Toget infor-
mation of make reservations for
Angels in America, please call
(318)427-44609.
Thetheatrefaculty would a so
liketo encourage studentsto volun-

teer with the performance. Volun-
teer work would include set con-
struction and back stage crew. For
information involving volunteer op-
portunities please contact Richard
Gwartney or Catherine Pearsat the
Alexandria Museum of Art,
(318)443-3458.

City Park Players is one of
Alexandria slocal theater troupes.
Severa of their membersare actu-

aly LSUA students, andnot al are
theater majors. When the ESP puts
on aperformance, moreoften than
not, City Park Playershas contrib-
uted actorsand materials. Thisse-
mester City Park Players will be
performing Black Jack—Thief of
Possession at theKress Theater on
October 8-18. To get information
or make reservations for Black
Jack—Thief of Possession, please
contact (318)442-1800.

Generalslooking for great gart in 09-10

By Landon Johnson
Sentry Reporter

Intheir third year back on
thediamond, the Generd sarelook-
ingtoimprove.

After a solid second-year
campaignin 2009, your LSU Alex-
andriaGeneralswill belookingto
progresson their 20- 32 season and
their 1-2 Conference Tournament
showing. “Allinall bothteams-
baseball and softball- both teams
had decent years, but we are still
taking stepsto get towherewewant
to be but by no means, where we
need and want to be at,” Athletic
Director/ head baseball coach Dan
Purvissad.

Thisshould not betoo diffi-
cult of atask for theboysat LSUA,

with only losing 4 starters off last
year’ssguad. Thefour playerslost
dueto transfer or éigibility being
used up were Wes Hotard, Cody
Laprarie, Jordan Marks, and Tyler
Price.

Coach Purvissaid histeam
will be*50/50, haf our teamwill be
oldfaces, haf will benew faceswith
half of those new face being trans-
ferstheother haf freshman.”

Oneof theoldfacesthegen-
eralswill belookingtofor helpin
the 2010 season will be Academic
All-American Adam Tucker who
will be helping out at catcher, first
base, and designated hitter. Tucker,
asenior, shouldandwill beabig cog
inthe LSUA lineup thisupcoming
year.

One improvement for the
2010 seasonthat will haveno direct
effect onthe Generalswinlossto-
tals, but should helpistheaddition
of the new baseball/softball sports
complex on the northeast side of
campus. Coach Purvisislooking
forward “toacollegiateamosphere,
wherestudentscan stop off & games
after class”

“A lot of the work we do
oursalves” Coach Purvissaid of the
complex that theteamwill betaking
care of. He hopes that caring for
thefield and complex throughout the
year will build lots of pride, and
ownershipinthiscomplex and pro-
gram.

Save the date:

Generals Booster Club banquet
Feb. 1, 2010 Speaker: Skip Bertman




